
Historic water agreement just fl e beginning
[] Tough task: The foundaLion for a ~.~.~ ernst.,., ...~,o..,~.,.,...o,. ,..~.t =o

and water use~ face even more �~’G tl~e water wa~, lawluf~
8olu~[onis bu~~lle could difficult dmlce$ In balancln~ an- ~d nam~zlllng will r~ume,.L, war resume. ~.o.~.,~, .~d, win, srow~.s ’m,~s ~..or ,~
HYSCo~T/IURM "In the M,ort rim, thou=urals of demzml for water, delta’s problem~," gild Steve
M,,,qX~s~,~lw,~ firme~ and 20 mlllhm Culifof If the zzitho~ of Thtonday’s ]IMI, executivedJrec~oro(tha

8ACgAM~HTO ~ For MI or Its nines who rely on~ delta water accord ~alt =tre~eKlhen Ihelr =sew. moclztlon o~ Czlltornlm Water
Importance. "~hilr=day’s historic Imve to (Igure out how to share [olllld nlilt~lal trtlst, they can Agenclem ~nd m key negotiator.
plan to better prelect the Sacra- the pnln o( Improvhzg c(mdlthms Mmtler I~llllcal grhll~k aml prm. "£hl~ Is the ~oundatlon on which

" nze~to.~nn Jompdn Itlver Delta Is ior Ilsh a,d wlhlllfe, mote tlze ¢ollstfllclloll at Gallfof ¯ solution c~n ~

-WllAT TIlE PACT DOES
The California waler accord:

~ Cenlers on water quall~ ~la~ards f~ San Francis~ Bey a~ ~e
Sacramorilo-san doeqidn River Della. Mo~e fresh walor will ~ all~ed
Io Ilow II~ough Ihe della, holding down saltwater InlmMon.

~ Provides more reliable supplies lot cilia= and Imms. even lhough
will gel somewhat less waler, II more waler I= needed fo~ newly endan-
gered species, It will bepurchased by Iho ledoral g~vomment (io111
let us=is wlglng to soIL

= Means federal and stale olllclMs will Jolnlly make anvWonmonlal deci-
sions hi Iho dolls, with Ihe overall ocoJ~y Ill

= Provides for closer c~rd]natlon of lira Iodoral and slate
Hint divert water f~om the d0lla.

screens on walor diversion pipes along Iho Sacramento arid San Joe-
qttM rivers, wllhoul I~oaslng Ihe ~sls ol walot.



Parties must btfild on historic water .act
II WATER Ing more wilier from Callh~rnla ml.~sed.

rivers with new dams and ca,tale.
I)esplle the challenges ahead,

cepted n more flexible regime In
which pntnl)lnJ from the delta

from Page IA Soch projects have beau talxm It’s dllllcult Is overstate Thurs- will be m~tlated monthly, rather

That aolothm -- eXlm~ted to be for nhout two decades na environ- day’s achievement. Gay. Pete WlI- titan once a year.

developed over the next three nmntallsta prevented conatrnc- non Mmred avery crowded podl- ~ctmd, they were willing to

years -- might require even more tlon of new phnnl)hig projects nn- nni In the elate Capitol wills fre- low more water to ~ diverted In

extraordinary measnres Is help ill ecological conditions Ira- qoent nemesis Interior ~ecrelary linrmnl and wet years, in

tim deRa’a 120 species of wildlife, proved. Now, there’s a plan to Rrnce llnbbltt mad Envlroamental change for even tongher pumplog

many of wldch have ~en ray- Imlp fish and wihlllfe. ~ndln the Protectlou ~gency head Carol limits In dry years. Fish and wild-

nged by decades of diverting wa- glow of tba~ agreement, no one Rrowner. ~qually as stnnnlng, life suffered acutely In the esrl~

tar away from San Francisco ~ay wmdd nzle out anything, representatives of ~ntral Valley yea~ of tim rein� drought, when

to farms sad cities. "Everything Is on the table farznersattmd bealdelms~ngelea’ large-scale pumping cootlnned

Two apples of Rsh -- the win- when we start those dlscnaslons" water czar and environmentalists even ~s the amount of water nmv-
who had sued them both. log tbrongh the delta declined.

tar-run Chhmok salmon on the over a long-range delta plan, said
~acrmoento River and tim delt~

Wayne White, head of the U.S.    Wilson nt one ~lnt compared
Third, federal officials agreed

~melt -- ore listed ~ endangered. Fish and Wildlife se~lce’s Sacra* the gathering to the Israeli-Pales- tirol they wmdd not Imimse atrlct-
tlnlan peace accord, and ~ re- er pumping limits In the next

three years, even If additionalFederal wildlife officials Thurs- menlo office.
day postponed designating aa

~verythlng? Including new cenLly as a year ago, anch a broad

threatened a third species-- the dams and canals? "GbaoluLel~. agreemenL on the delta ~eemed fish are added to theendnngered"

~acramento split-tall fish -- and ... ~acllltles are on the table," eveu more unllkelT, e~clea list. "

xome blolaglsta thln~ up to a doz- echoed Barry Hel~0n of the Save "l would any It’s astonishing," "~a~lcally, what we’re aayln~,. , ,z-,i’~ a deal." ~abbltt enid their water In dry years. In urban

en additional ~pecles may merit San ~ranclsco Bay ~ss~latlon.    said ~ellcla Marcus, head of the , ........ " are~, the Impact should ba far~P~’a San ~ranclsco office. "We’ve made a deal, and Ir ic less severe -- about ~fi ~rcenL
special protection. ~nvlronmen- White even floated the two
talla~ also plan to seek additional

mos~ emotionally charged words The delicately crafted comprm tarns out there are additional ta-

wnier for the San Joaqnln River, In California water politics ~ Pc- miss Is similar to other, discarded qnlrementa of any kind, K’il be up
reductlona under the worst

which h~ been reduced to little rlpberal Cnnal -- In discussing
delta-protection pinna. [Is biggest to the United States and the fed-

cumatunc~

ways that fish ~mhl be helped by hnlmct will Im to limit the amonnt ernl agencies to find the water." .Agreement on each or these

more Ilnol n trickle for i~ucb of relocating the hnge Innnps that of ~vater that can ~e pnml~d roll 1’lint gave (nrlne~ and cities ~ln~, pa~lclpanta said, ~eemed
to create in atmosphere of

the year.
But having agreed Tbursda~ to suck water out of Ihe delta. ~n- of the delta lu spring, when fish the nasnraaCe the~ needed to ic

cede as ranch as Q0 ~rcent of
otlmr proj~t Ii~el~ to resurface Is are considered parZ[cnlarly vnl- cept large cn~ In water deliver- that led to additional agreemeuta.

their water snppllea In very dry a large reservoir near ~a ~a~os,
nerable, lea. In the southern San Joaquln

Ultimately, that produced Thura-

years, farmers and cities have which would hold water taken
This plan succeeded where oth- Valley, where the igreelnenz will

day’s hl~torlc agreement.

their own Ideas for fixing the del-
from the delta In very wet years, era failed far three key re~ona: have Its biggest blte, farmer~ "It Just kept getting bigger."

lit. One laitlon Inchltle~ wltbdrliw- when It presumably would not be First, federal wlhIllfe offlclaIa nc- cmdd lo~e up to ~fi l~rcent of eald ~iarcua, [ha EPA official.


